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SUBJ: P-104 LIGHTER REPLACEMENT 

REF: A. THE HAGUE 645; B. BRUSSELS 1 157 

1. PEBRUARY 10 MEETING OF NETHERLANDS AND BELGIAN 
POREIGN AND DEFENSE MINISTERS RESULTED ESSENTIALLY IN 
A STAND-OFP, ACCORDING TO NETHERLANDS AIR PORCE SOURCES, 
WITH PONMINS VAN DER STOLL AND VAN ELSLANDE SAYING 
THEY SAW NO RPT NO REASON NOT TO SELECT THE P-16, 

WHILE DEPENSE MINISTERS VREDELING AND VANDEN BOEYNANTS 
PAVORED THE MIRAGE IN ORDER TO SUPPORT EUROPEAN 
AIRCRAPT INDUSTRY. OUR SOURCES DID NOT INDICATE 
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PAPER PURPORTEDLY RECOMMENDING A "EUROPEAN SOLUTION" 

(REF B). THE FOUR MINISTERS DID AGREE THAT CONSORTIUM 
STEERING COMMITTEE SHOULD BE DIRECTED TO ADDRESS SEVERAL 
ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS TO US, ERENCH AND SWEDISH AUTHORITIES, 
PARTICULARLY WITH REGARD TO PRICE GUARANTEES VIS-A-VIS 
SEVERAL HYPOTHETICAL CONTINGENCIES. MINISTERS ARE ALSO 
REPORTED TO HAVE AGREED THAT WHEN VREDELING AND VANDEN 
BOEYNANTS MEET WITH THEIR DANISH AND NORWEGIAN OPPOSITE 
NUMBERS OF FEBRUARY 17 THEY WILL ARGUE EOR A FURTHER 
DELAY IN RECOMMENDING A CHOICE TO THE FOUR CONSORTIUM 
GOVERNMENTS. 

2. OUR SOURCES EXPRESSED THE OPINION THAT WHEREAS 
VANDEN BOEYNANTS' SUPPORT EOR THE MIRAGE IS BASED 
STRICTLY ON "PERSONAL" GROUNDS, VREDELING IS MAKING A 
MORAL PRINCIPLE OUT OE BUYING THE MIRAGE BECAUSE OE 
HIS DEEP-SEATED EUROPEAN CONVICTIONS. IT IS NOT THAT 
VREDELING HAS ANY ANTI-AMERICAN HANG-UPS OR IS AGAINST 
THE AMERICAN PLANE BUT RATHER, ACCORDING TO OUR SOURCES, 
THAT HE CANNOT BRING HIMSELE TO RECOMMEND ANYTHING 
OTHER THAN THE ERENCH PLANE. HE IS SUPPOSED TO HAVE 
REMARKED, FOR INSTANCE, THAT IF THE FRENCH HAD COME IN 
WITH A LOWER FLY-AWAY PRICE THAN THE E-I6 PRICE, HE 
WOULD HAVE HAD AN EASY JOB IN OVERRIDING OPPOSITION TO 
PURCHASE OF THE MIRAGE. 

3. COMMENT: ABOVE INFORMATION CORROBORATES ANALYSIS 
GIVEN EMBASSY BY MOD SECRETARY GENERAL PEIJNENBURG LAST 
MONTH ON ALIGNMENT OF DUTCH AND BELGIAN FONMINS IN FAVOR 
OF F-I6, WHILE THE TWO DEEENSE MINISTERS WERE EQUALLY 
STRONG IN EAVOR OF THE MIRAGE. AS FAR AS THE GON IS 
CONCERNED, THIS LATEST MEETING CONEIRMS A NUMBER OF 
RECENT INDICATIONS THAT THE EINAL DECISION WILL BE MADE 

ON POLITICAL GROUNDS AND WILL BE STRONGLY INELUENCED 
IE NOT DETERMINED, WE SURMISE, BY THE POSITION TAKEN BY 
PRIMIN DEN UYL. DCM'S SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT WITH STATE 
SECRETARY STEMERDINK MORNING OF FEBRUARY 12 SHOULD 
PROVIDE EURTHER INSIGHT INTO THIS RAPIDLY EVOLVING 
SITUATION. 

GOULD 
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